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Several years ago, I was in England on a train with Fletcher Wallis on our way to the Newark 

Antiques Faire, and we were talking corkscrews, of course.  And, at some point we were discussing 

a particular corkscrew maker, and Wally referred to the person as a “…pathological inventor.” 

 

In doing research into George B. Adams, and the myriad of patents that he was awarded, Wally’s 

characterization seems similarly appropriate.    Here are a few of his patents—the bolded ones are 

the patent dates present on the pinback corkscrew.   Alma Adams (his spouse) was awarded one 

patent in 1898 (608,357) for a Badge, with a second patent (630,779) also for a Badge in 1899 

with George B. being assigned half of the patent.  

 

376,500    Cuff-Button 1/17/1888 

397,955A Scarf-Holder 2/19/1889 

405,687A Cuff-Holder 6/25/1889 



409,159A Pouch or Bag 8/20/1889  

434,650A Knob 8/19/1890 

489,702A Garment Supporter 1/10/1893 

510,875A Trousers-Strap 12/19/1893 

523,063A Trousers-Strap 7/17/1894 

539,400A Stud or Button 05/21/1895 

539,401A Cuff Holder 05/21/1895 

558,334A Jewelry 04/14/1896 

564,356 Badge Pin or Button 7/21/1896 

570,442 Key-Ring or the Like 11/3/1896 

572,237 Stamp or coin case 12/1/1896 

608,357 8/2/1898 Badge Alma Adams 

613,226 Luggage Carrier 11/1/1898 

630,579 Badge 8/8/1899 Alma and George 

644,752 Buckle 3/6/1899 

650,962 Badge 6/5/1900 

684,491 Badge 10/15/1900 

712,631 Garment or hose supporter 11/4/1902 

744,017 Clasp 11/17/1903 

943,212 Buckle 12/14/1909 

1,055,011 Clasp or Buckle 3/4/1913 

 

As mentioned, there are three of Adams’ patent dates that appear on the pinback corkscrew, and 

none of the patent drawings mention corkscrew, and each of those three patents were assigned to 

Whitehead & Hoag Company who were beyond prolific in their celluloid, pinback, and medal 

advertisement business.   
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In 2007, collector Mark Woodard found an example of the R.V. PIERCE, M. D., Pres. World’s 

Dispensary Medical Ass’ n” Adams patent pinback corkscrew on a non-eBay auction.  And, in 

short order he sent information about his find to Don Bull, who featured the corkscrew on his 

Weekly Screw.    

 

 
 

 

Around this time, Jack Bandy weighed on a past trade with Bull, that included a MANGELS & 

SCHMIDT’S pinback corkscrew, which Bull also shared on his Weekly Screw a week later. 

 

 

 



It wasn’t more than a few weeks later, that I found a similar pinback 

corkscrew, but with the slogan “I HAVE MY “EYE” ON YOU.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Bull sold off his collection of 

“American stuff,” Tommy picked 

up the Mangels and Schmidt’s, and 

at some point, I got a second R.V. 

Pierce corkscrew, which I offered in 

trade to Tommy in exchange for the 

Mangels.  

 

After a while…he agreed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earlier this year, there was an auction that also 

had an Adams patent Whitehead and Hoag 

corkscrew.  This example features advertising:  

 

“COMPLIMENTS OF R. D. BRADNER, 

DRUGGIST, 85 BLOOMFIELD AVE., 

NEWARK, N.J.” 

 

 

 

 



 

While there isn’t much information out there about these pinback 

corkscrews, there are some coincidences with a couple of them.  

Mangels & Schmidt, R.D. Bradner, G.B. Adams, and Whitehead 

and Hoag were all located in Newark, New Jersey.   

 

The odd man out would be R.V. Pierce whose medical association 

was located in Buffalo, NY.   

 

Although, in looking at advertisements from the time, R.D. 

Bradner sold medicines made by R.V. Pierce.   

 

Could there be a connection?  Could Bradner have received a Dr. 

Pierce advertising corkscrew and thought it was a good marketing 

tool?  Could it be that Dr. Pierce paid Bradner a visit in Newark? 

 

 

An interesting mystery, as a corkscrew isn’t mentioned in any of 

the patents that are shown on the back of the pinback corkscrew, 

but what other versions are out there? 

 

Do you have a G.B. Adams / Whitehead & Hoag corkscrew with 

different advertising or slogans upon it?  

 

 Feel free to drop me a line at josef@vintagecorkscrews.com . 
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